\ halting the transporting when a bill meets or fails to meet the criterion, a bill meeting or 
failing to meet the criterion being termed a flagged bill; and 

wnerein the halting is performed such that the flagged bill is positioned as the last bill in 
one of the output receptacles. 

165. \The method of claim 164 wherein the counting and determining the denomination 
of the bills combrises counting and determining United States currency bills of a plurality of 
denominations. \ 

166. TheVnethod of claim 164 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the bills. 

167. The memod of claim 164 further including receiving denominated bills of more than 
one denomination in at least one output receptacle. 

1 68. The method of claim 1 64 wherein the halting occurs when the denomination of a bill 
is not determined, a bill whosV denomination is not determined being termed a no call bill, and 
wherein the halting of the no call bill is positioned at an identifiable location in one of the output 
receptacles. \ 

169. The method of claim 164 wherein bills whose denomination are determined are 
delivered to a first output receptacle and wherein bills whose denomination are not determined are 
directed to a second output receptacleXa bill whose denomination are not determined being termed 
a no call bill. \ 

170. The method of claim 169 wherein the halting occurs after a no call bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. \ 

171 . The method of claim 170 wherein the halting occurs with the no call bill being 
positioned at an identifiable location in the second output receptacle. 
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\\ 172. The method of claim 171 wherein the halting occurs with the no call bill being the 
lasW)ill transported to the second output receptacle, wherein the criteria is the denomination of a 
bill and wherein a bill failing to meet the criterion of having its denomination determined is a 
flaggeoVbill. 

173\ The method of claim 169 wherein the halting occurs before a no call bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. 

1 74. The method of claim 1 73 wherein the halting occurs with the no call bill being 
located at an identifiable location within the transport path. 

175. The method of claim 164 further including determining whether a bill is a 
stranger bill, wherein a bill failing to have its denomination determined is termed a no call bill, 
and further including delivering stranger bills to a first output receptacle and delivering no call 
bills to the second output receptacle. 

176. The method of claim 164 further including determining whether a bill is a 
stranger bill and wherein the non-piece count related criterion is a bill being a stranger bill. 

177. The method of claim 164 further including determining whether a bill is suspect, a 
bill determined to be suspect being termed a suspect bill. 

178. The method of claim 177 whe\ein bills whose denomination have been 
determined are delivered to a first output receptacle and wherein suspect bills are directed to the 
second output receptacle. \ 

179. The method of claim 178 wherein theYalting occurs before a suspect bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. \ 

180. The method of claim 179 wherein the haltingYccurs with the suspect bill being 
located at an identifiable location within the transport path. \ 
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\ 181. The method of claim 1 78 wherein the halting occurs after a suspect bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. 

\l 82. The method of claim 181 wherein the halting occurs with the suspect bill being 
positioned at an identifiable location in the second output receptacle. 

1 83 . \ The method of claim 1 82 wherein the halting occurs with the suspect bill being the 
last bill transported to the second output receptacle, and wherein the non-piece count criterion is a 
bill being suspecV 

184. The method of claim 164 wherein the criterion is the denomination of the bill, a 
bill failing to have itsMenomination determined being termed a no call bill, and wherein the 
halting occurs with a no call bill as the last bill in one of the output receptacles. 

1 85. The method of claim 1 64 wherein the criterion is a bill being a stranger bill, and 
wherein the halting occurs with a stranger bill as the last bill in one of the output receptacles. 

186. The method of claim 164 wherein the criterion is a bill being a suspect bill, and 
wherein the halting occurs with \ suspect bill as the last bill in one of the output receptacles. 

187. The method of claimV 64 wherein a bill failing to have its denomination 
determined being termed a no call bilk and further determining whether a bill is a suspect bill. 

188. The method of claim 1 87 wherein the halting occurs when a bill is determined to 
be a suspect bill. \ 

1 89. The method of claim 188 furtheXincluding delivering bills whose denomination 
have been determined and suspect bills to a first output receptacle and delivering no call bills to a 
second output receptacle. \ 
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\ 1 90. The method of claim 1 89 farther including determining whether bills are stranger 
biW\nd delivering stranger bills to the second output receptacle. 

1 9Y The method of claim 1 90 wherein the halting occurs after a no call bill or a 
stranger bill\has been delivered to the second output receptacle. 

192. \The method of claim 191 wherein the halting occurs with the no call bill or the 
stranger bill bemg the last bill transported to the second output receptacle. 

193. Tha method of claim 190 wherein the halting does not occur after a no call bill or 
a stranger bill has been delivered to the second output receptacle. 

194. The metfiod of claim 193 wherein the halting occurs after a suspect bill has been 
delivered to an output receptacle. 

195. The method oiCclaim 187 further including delivering bills whose denomination 
have been determined to a firsroutput receptacle and delivering no call bills to a second output 
receptacle. \ 

196. The method of claim r95 wherein the halting occurs after a no call bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. 

197. The method of claim 164 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. \ 

198. The method of claim 164 wherein tne determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality ordenominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of imagesSassociated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
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associated with each of the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
tne scanned image. 

\99. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills and using the currency 
evaluatioivdevice comprising: 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of thacurrency evaluation device along a transport path; 

providing aMetector in the currency evaluation device that is positioned along the 
transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles, the detector being adapted 
to generate an output signal; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills with the use of the output signal; 

determining whether the bills meet or fail to meet a non-piece count related criterion; 

halting the transportiW when a bill meets or fails to meet the criterion, a bill meeting or 
failing to meet the criterion beW termed a flagged bill; and 

wherein the halting is performed such that a flagged bill is positioned as the last bill in 
one of the output receptacles. \ 

200. The method of claim W9 wherein the counting and determining the denomination 
of the bills comprises counting and determining United States currency bills of a plurality of 
denominations. \ 

201 . The method of claim 199 whWein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of tne bills. 

202. The method of claim 199 wherehrthe determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality ©f denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. \ 

203. The method of claim 199 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 

6 ^ 
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plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
associated with each of the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanneel image. 

204. \a method of evaluating a stack of currency bills and using the currency 
evaluation deviate comprising: 

receiving avstack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting \he bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of the currency evaluation device along a transport path; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills utilizing a detector positioned 
along the transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; 

flagging a bill meetmg or failing to meet any of a plurality of non-piece count related 
criteria; \ 

wherein the flagging comprises halting the transporting of the bills in response to a 
determination that a bill meets ok fails to meet at least one of the criteria, the at least one criteria 
being termed a halting criterion, a meeting or failing to meet any of the criteria being termed 
a flagged bill; and \ 

wherein the halting occurs with a bill satisfying the halting criteria being positioned as 
the last bill in one of the output receptacles. 

205. The method of claim 204 wherein the counting and determining the denomination 
of the bills comprises counting and determining United States currency bills of a plurality of 
denominations. \ 

206. The method of claim 204 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the billV 

207. The method of claim 204 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. ^ 
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\ 208. The method of claim 204 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
associated with each of the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. 

209. AVethod of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a compact, high-speed 
United States currency evaluation device comprising: 

receiving a stkck of United States currency bills of a plurality of denominations in an 
input receptacle of theVurrency evaluation device; 

transporting the Bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of the currencyvevaluation device at a rate of at least 800 bills per minute; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills including United States bills of a 
plurality of denominations at k rate of at least 800 bills per minute utilizing a detector positioned 
along a transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; and 

flagging bills that meet or tail to meet any of certain non-piece count related criteria, a 
bill meeting or failing to meet any oMhe criteria being termed a flagged bill; and 

wherein the flagging comprisesvhalting the transporting when a bill meets or fails to meet 
at least one of the criteria. \ 

210. The method of claim 209 further including receiving denominated bills of more than 
one denomination in at least one output receptacle. 

211. The method of claim 209 further including receiving denominated bills of more than 
one denomination in only one output receptacle. \ 

212. The method of claim 209 wherein the halting occurs with a bill satisfying at least 
one criteria being positioned as the last bill in one of the output receptacles. 
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V 213. The method of claim 209 wherein one of the certain criteria is the denomination 
of a Mil, a bill failing to meet the criterion of having its denomination determined being termed a 
no call Dill, and wherein no call bills are flagged. 

214A The method of claim 213 further including determining whether a bill is a 
stranger bill, wherein one of the certain criteria is a bill being a stranger bill and wherein stranger 
bills are flaggeck 

215. TheVnethod of claim 214 further including determining whether a bill is a suspect 
bill, wherein one of the certain criteria is a bill being a suspect bill and wherein suspect bills are 
flagged. \ 

216. The method of claim 215 wherein the two output receptacles consist of a first 
output receptacle and a second output receptacle, and further directing stranger bills and no call- 
bills to the first output receptacle and directing suspect bills to the second output receptacle. 

217. The method of claim 216 wherein halting occurs when a no call bill or a stranger 
bill is delivered to the first output Receptacle. 

218. The method of claim 2\6 wherein halting does not occur when a no call bill or a 
stranger bill is delivered to the first output receptacle. 

219. The method of claim 209 further including determining whether a bill is a 
stranger bill and wherein one of the certain criteria is a bill being a stranger bill, and wherein 
stranger bills are flagged. \ 

220. The method of claim 209 further including determining whether a bill is a suspect 
bill, wherein one of the certain criteria is a bill being aWispect bill and wherein suspect bills are 
flagged. \ 
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v 221 . The method of claim 209 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills i\ performed independent of the size of the bills. 

2j2. The method of claim 209 wherein the halting occurs with a bill that meets or fails to 
meet the atVeast one criterion being positioned at an identifiable location in one of the output 
receptacles. \ 

223. VThe method of claim 209 wherein the halting occurs with a bill that meets or fails to 
meet the at leastVme criterion being positioned at an identifiable location in the transport path. 

224. Tha method of claim 209 wherein the halting occurs with a bill meeting or failing to 
meet the at least onacriterion being located at a predetermined position. 

225. The method of claim 209 wherein one of the certain criteria include the 
denomination of a bill and wherein the halting occurs when a bill fails to meet a criterion of 
having its denomination ^determined, a bill failing to meet the criterion of having its 
denomination determined oeing termed a no call bill. 

226. The method of claim 225 wherein the halting occurs with a no call bill being 
positioned at an identifiable location in one of the output receptacles. 

227. The method of claim 225 wherein the halting occurs with a no call bill being located 
at a predetermined position. \ 

228. The method of claim 225 further including delivering bills meeting the certain 
criteria of having their denomination determined to a first output receptacle and directing no call 
bills to a second output receptacle. \ 

229. The method of claim 228 wnerein the halting occurs before a no call bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. \ 
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\ 230. The method of claim 228 wherein the halting occurs after a no call bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle. 

23 1 \ The method of claim 230 wherein the halting occurs with a no call bill being 
positioned at ari identifiable location in the second output receptacle. 

232. TheViethod of claim 23 1 wherein the halting occurs with a no call bill being the 
last bill transported tea the second output receptacle. 

233. The methctd of claim 209 further including determining whether bills are suspect 
bills and wherein the halting occurs when a bill meets a criterion of being determined to be a 
suspect bill. \ 

234. The method of cfkim 233 further including delivering bills whose denominations 
have been determined to a first ourput receptacle and delivering suspect bills to a second output 
receptacle. \ 

235. The method of claim 23*4 wherein the halting occurs after a suspect bill has been 
delivered to the second output receptacle 

236. The method of claim 235 wherein the halting occurs with a suspect bill being 
positioned at an identifiable location in the seopnd output receptacle. 

237. The method of claim 236 wherein the halting occurs with the suspect bill being 
the last bill transported to the second output receptafcle. 

238. The method of claim 234 further including, delivering bills whose denomination 
have not been determined to the second output receptacle. \ 

239. The method of claim 238 wherein the halting occurs in response to the denomination 
of a bill not being determined. \ 
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240. The method of claim 234 further including delivering bills whose denomination 
have not been determined to the first output receptacle. 

24 K The method of claim 209 wherein the certain criteria include the denomination of 
a bill and whVein the halting occurs when a bill fails to meet a criterion of having its 
denomination otetermined, a bill failing to meet a criterion of having its denomination 
determination beiW termed a no call bill, and further including determining whether bills are 
suspect. \ 

242. The metlrod of claim 241 wherein the halting occurs when a bill meets a second 
criterion of being determined to be suspect. 

243 . The method of claim 242 further including delivering bills whose denomination 
have been determined to a first output receptacle and directing bills determined to be suspect and 
bills whose denomination have not aeen determined to a second output receptacle. 

244. The method of claim 243, wherein the halting occurs after a no call bill or a 
suspect bill has been delivered to the second output receptacle. 

245. The method of claim 244 wherein the halting occurs with the no call bill or the 
suspect bill being the last bill transported to the setond output receptacle. 

246. The method of claim 241 further including delivering bills whose denomination 
have been determined to a first output receptacle and directing bills whose denomination have not 
been determined to a second output receptacle. \ 

247. The method of claim 246 further including deliwing suspect bills to the second 
output receptacle. \ 
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yAS. The method of claim 246 further including delivering suspect bills to the first output 
receptacle\ 

249. Vhe method of claim 209 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
associated with each orsthe bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. \ 

250. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation 
device comprising: \ 

receiving a stack of bills A an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at\a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of the currency evaluationvdevice; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills utilizing a detector positioned 
along a transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; 

flagging a bill when the denomination of the bills is not determined; 

wherein the flagging comprises halting the transporting when a bill is flagged; and 

delivering bills that have been denominated including bills of a plurality of 
denominations to a first output receptacle. \ 

25 1 . The method of claim 250 wherein Accounting and determining the 
denominations of the bills comprising counting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a plurality of denominations. \ 

252. The method of claim 250 wherein the countiW and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the bills. \ 
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\ 253. The method of claim 250 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
include^ denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. 

254. VThe method of claim 250 wherein the halting occurs with the bill whose 
denomination has not been determined being the last bill transported to one of the output 
receptacles. \ 

255. The method of claim 250 further including delivering bills that have not been 
denominated to a secontd output receptacle. 

256. The methodW claim 255 further including re-stacking denominated bills in a first 
output receptacle and re-staclting bills which have not been denominated in the second output 
receptacle. \ 

257. The method of claim\250 wherein the detector includes a stationary optical scanning 
head, and further including scanning at least a preselected segment of each bill transported between 
the input and output receptacles along tfte transport path by the stationary optical scanning head, 
producing an output signal from the stationary optical scanning head representing the scanned 
image, and wherein the determining of the atenomination of each scanned bill utilizes the output 
signal 1 \ 

258. The method of claim 250 wherein me transporting is performed at a rate of at least 
about 800 bills per minute. \ 

259. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation 
device comprising: \ 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 
transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of the currency evaluation device; \ 
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\ counting and determining the denomination of the bills utilizing a detector positioned 
along a transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; and 
determining whether the bills are suspect; 
flaggmg a bill that has been determined to be suspect; and 
whereimthe flagging comprises halting the transport mechanism when a bill is 
determined to beVuspect. 

260. The method of claim 259 wherein the counting and determining the 
denominations of the bills comprising counting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a plurality of denominations. 

261 . The method of claim 259 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the bills. 

262. The method of claim 259 wherein the halting occurs with the suspect bill being 
the last bill transported to one of the output receptacles. 

263. The method of claim 259 wherein the detector includes a stationary optical 
scanning head and further including scanning at least a preselected segment of each bill 
transported between the input and outpu\ receptacles, producing an output signal representing the 
scanned image, and wherein the determining of the denomination of each scanned bill utilizes 
the output signal. \ 

264. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a high-speed United States 
currency evaluation device comprising: \ 

receiving a stack of bills in an input recepWle of the currency evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of the currency evaluation device at a rare of at least 800 bills per minute, at least one 
of the output receptacles being adapted to receive more than one denomination of bills; 
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counting and determining the denomination of the bills including United States bills of a 
plurality orldenominations at a rate of at least 800 bills per minute, utilizing a detector positioned 
along a transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; and 

flagging>bills that meet or fail to meet any of certain non-piece count related criteria, a 
bill meeting or failing to meet any of the criteria being termed a flagged bill; and 

wherein the flagging comprises halting the transporting with a flagged bill that meets or 
fails to meet at least a Viven set of the criteria positioned in one of the output receptacles. 

265. The methoii of claim 264 wherein the halting occurs with a flagged bill being 
positioned as the last bill inione of the output receptacles. 

266. The method of claim 264 wherein the halting occurs with a flagged bill being 
located at a predetermined position. 

267. The method of claim 264 wherein the certain criteria include the denomination of 
a bill, a bill failing to meet a criterion of having its denomination determined being termed a no 
call bill. \ 

268. The method of claim 267 further including determining whether a bill is a 
stranger bill and wherein the certain criteria include a bill being a stranger bill. 

269. The method of claim 268 further including delivering no call bills to a first output 
receptacle and delivering stranger bills to a second mitput receptacle. 

270. The method of claim 268 further including determining whether a bill is a suspect 
bill and wherein the certain criteria include a bill being aVuspect bill 

271 . The method of claim 270 further including directing no call bills and stranger bills 
to a second output receptacle and directing suspect bills to the farst output receptacle. 
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V72. The method of claim 271 wherein the halting occurs when a bill is directed to the 
second output receptacle. 

273. Vhe method of claim 271 wherein the halting does not occur when a bill is 
directed to the second output receptacle. 

274. The mfethod of claim 264 further including delivering flagged bills to the second 
output receptacle. \ 

275. The method of claim 264 further including determining whether a bill is a 
stranger bill and wherein tha certain criteria include a bill being a stranger bill. 

276. The method of claim 264 further including determining whether a bill is a suspect 
bill and wherein the certain criteria include a bill being a suspect bill. 

277. The method of claim 264 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the bills. 

278. The method of claim 264 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. 

279. The method of claim 264 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality ofWages associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, ahd further including scanning the image 
associated with each of the bills and distinguishing\among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. \ 

280. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation 
device comprising: \ 
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receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacleXof the currency evaluation device along a transport path; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills, utilizing at least one detector 
positioned aloVg a transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; 

generating a characteristic information output signal in response to detected characteristic 
information via me detector; 

electronicaMy coupling the characteristic information output signal; 

receiving theycharacteristic information output signal; 

generating a agnomination signal in response to the information output signal; 
producing trading signals in response to the physical movement of the bills; 
generating a no call signal when the denomination of a bill is not determined; 
generating a stopping signal in response to the no call signal; 
stopping a transpomdrive motor in response to the stopping signal; and 
directing the bills wh\ch have been denominated to a first output receptacle. 

28 L The method of claim 280 wherein the counting and determining the 
denominations of the bills comprising counting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a plurality of denominations. \ 

282. The method of claim 2J50 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the si^e of the bills. 

283. The method of claim 280 wWein the stopping occurs with the bill whose 
denomination has not been determined beingythe last bill transported to one of the output 
receptacles. \ 

284. The method of claim 280 further including directing bills which have not been 
denominated to a second output receptacle. \ 
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y85. The method of claim 284 further including re-stacking denominated bills in the 
first output receptacle and re-stacking bills which have not been denominated in the second 
output recebtacle. 

286. Yhe method of claim 280 further including generating a scanned pattern from 
each of the bills oased on the characteristic information output signal, determining the 
denomination of a Call by comparing the scanned pattern generated from the bill with master 
patterns associated with different denominations of bills, and storing the master patterns. 

287. The metlrod of claim 286 wherein the detector comprises an optical scanhead and 
wherein the scanned and master patterns comprise optical patterns. 

288. The method of claim 287 further including correlating the scanned pattern 
generated from the bill with master patterns associated with different denominations of bills and 
determining the denomination of the bill if the scanned pattern sufficiently correlates with one of 
the master patterns. \ 

289. The method of claiiA280 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills\of a plurality of denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions. 

290. The method of claim 280 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a pluralitA of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
associated with each of the bills and distinguismng among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. \ 

291 . A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation 
device comprising: \ 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle (rf the evaluation device; 
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transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptaclesW the currency evaluation device; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills utilizing a detector positioned 
along a transport path between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; 

generating a characteristic information output signal in response to detected characteristic 
information via tHe detector; 

electronicalw coupling the characteristic information output signal; 

receiving the\characteristic information output signal; 

generating a cflenomination signal in response to the information output signal; 
generating a suspect signal when a bill is determined to be suspect; 
producing tracking signals in response to the physical movement of the bills; 
generating a stopping signal in response to the suspect signal; and 
stopping a transport drive motor in response to the stopping signal 

292. The method ofi claim 291 wherein the counting and determining the denomination 
of the bills comprises countingWd determining United States currency bills of a plurality of 
denominations. \ 

293. The method of claiiA291 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of theWze of the bills. 

294. The method of claim 29lWherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of aVlurality of denominations, bills of at least two of the 
denominations having the same dimensions 

295. The method of claim 291 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, ancmurther including scanning the image 
associated with each of the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. \ 
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\ 296. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation 
deviceYomprising: 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles ofcthe currency evaluation device; 

counting and determining the denomination of the bills utilizing a detector positioned 
along a transporftpath between the input receptacle and the output receptacles; 

halting th^ransporting in a predetermined manner in response to a determination that a 
bill meets a strangerbill criterion and in response to a determination that a bill meets a no call 
bill criterion; and \ 

wherein a bill wmch meets the stranger bill criterion is termed a stranger bill, and 
wherein a bill which meetsvthe no call bill criterion is termed a no call bill. 

297. The method ofWaim 296 wherein the counting and determining the 
denominations of the bills comprising counting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a plurality of denominations. 

298. The method of claim 2^6 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the sizfe of the bills. 

299. The method of claim 296 wherein the transporting, counting and determining of 
the currency bills is performed at a rate in excess of 800 bills per minute. 

300. The method of claim 296 further including permitting manual removal of a no call 
or a stranger bill after halting the transporting. 



301. The method of claim 300 further comprising restarting the operation of the device 
via a key after halting the transporting. 
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502. The method of claim 296 wherein the halting occurs with the bill meeting the 
stranger frill or non call bill criterion being positioned in one of the output receptacles. 

303. \Che method of claim 296 wherein the halting occurs with the bill meeting the 
stranger bill or rn^all bill criterion being positioned as the last bill in one of the output 
receptacles. 

304. The methb^pf claim 296 wherein the halting occurs with the bill meeting the 
stranger bill or no call bill criterion being located at a predetermined position. 

305. The method of clairm296 further including directing denominated currency bills 
of more than one denomination to at Beast one of the output receptacles. 



further including delivering4tei)ills meeting^ the stranger bill or no call bill criterion to the reject 
reeeg|8g|^=ss 



The method of claim 296 further including determining whether bills are suspect 
and wherein oites()f a criterion is a bill being a suspect bill. 

£3 . 

receptacle^ include a re ject 



receptacle, and further including delivering stranger and \o call bills toJhgj:ejeet-fece 
ouopect bills a r e - defc 



of thequlpliH^c^tacles. 



309. The method of claim 308^Rerdfl4hsJialting occurs when a bill meeting the no 
call criterion or the stranger criterion is delivered to the reject reteplaCter 

*3oJb" 3sl0. The method of claim 296 wherein the determining ot the denomination of bills 

/includes deHpminating currency bills of a plurality of denominations ? \bills of at least two of the 
denomination\having the same dimensions. 
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\l 1 . The method of claim 296 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes ctenominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining tne plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
associated with each o£the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. 

y^JTI. ft~m cthod of -c valu atm g a slack of cur r ency bills using a currency evaltmtien^__ 
device comprising: s 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactiy'fwo output 
receptacles of the currency evaluation device, the two output receptacles being^aTirst output 
receptacle and a second output receptacle; / 

counting and determining thedenbinination of the bills including bills of a plurality of 
denominations utilizing a detector positioned along a transport pm\ between the input receptacle 
and the output receptacles; / X 

routing bills having a target denomination to the first output receptacle, 

routing bills having any other of th^lurajify of denominations to the second output 
receptacle; and V / / / 

presenting no call bills in one oflike output receptacles. 

313. The method of cteirn 312 wherein the counting and determining the 
denominations of the bills comprisinglcounting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a plurality of denominations. \ / 

3 14. The'method of claim 312 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is perfonried independent of the size of the bills. 

73 1 5. The method of claim 312 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
incjtides denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
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^i mages defining llie plurality uf deiioinindliuim. an d further mektdin gL scannim 
associated with each of the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations usj, 
the scanned image. 

316. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a current evaluation 
device comprising: 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
receptacles of the currency evaluation device, the two output receptacles being a first output 
receptacle and a second output receptacle; 

counting and determining/ihe denomination ofttfe bills including bills of a plurality of 
denominations utilizing a detec/or positioned along/a transport path between the input receptacle 
and the output receptacles; 

determining the face orientation of th^billsw 

routing bills having a ta^et denoijnnatiory&nd a target face orientation to the first output 
receptacle, 

routing bills having the target denomination and a face oriepfation opposite the target 
face to the second output receptacle; and 

presenting bills not having the target denomination iry'bne of the output receptacles. 

317. The method^ of claim 316 whereuTtftecounting and determining the 
denominations of the bilfs comprising counting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a plurality of denominations. 

318. Ther method of claim 316 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the bills. 



319/ The method of claim 316 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations. and furth er including scanning the image 
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each of ihe bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. 

320. A method of evaluating a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation/ 
device comprising; / 

receiving a stack of bills in an input receptacle of the evaluation device; / 

transporting the bills, one at a time, from the input receptacle to one ffi exactly two output 
receptacles of the currency evaluation device, the two output receptacles^ eing a first output 
receptacle and a second output receptade^^ X 

counting and determining theyaenomination of the billsancluding bills of a plurality of 
denominations utilizing a detector positioned along a transit path between the input receptacle 
and the output receptacles; / / 

monitoring whether any billsWe present ipfih^prst and second output receptacles; 

routing bills having a first target denoimn^tioiyto the first output receptacle; 

routing bills having a second targePdenominzftion to the second output receptacle; 

upon encountering a bill having leither the first target denomination nor the second target 
denomination; then / / / 

a) stopping the operation of the device if both the ficdt and the second output 
receptacles have one or more bills therein; oy 

b) routing/che bill having neither the iksLtafget denomination nor the second 
target denomination to an empty one of the first and second output receptacles 
ifxme of the output receptacles is empty and resetting the first target 

/ denomination to be the denomination of the bill if the bill is routed to the first 
/ output receptacle and resetting the second target denomination to be the 
/ denomination of the bill if the bill is routed to the second output receptacle. 



321. The method of claim 320 wherein the counting and determining the 
den6minations of the bills comprising counting and denominating United States currency bills of 
a/plurality of denominations. 



CHICAGO 32121vl 47171-00267 



25 



— +hc mclliud ol daim 320 wherein the counting and determining of the currency 
bills is performed independent of the size of the bills. 

323. The method of claim 320 wherein the determining of the denomination of bills 
includes denominating currency bills of a plurality of denominations, genuine bills of the 
plurality of denominations having a plurality of images associated therewith, the plurality of 
images defining the plurality of denominations, and further including scanning the image 
associated with each of the bills and distinguishing among the plurality of denominations using 
the scanned image. 



324. A method of 
device comprising: 

receiving a stack o: 

transporting the bi 
receptacles of the currency\^valuation, 
receptacle and a second 

counting and determining 



a stack of currency bills using a currency evaluation 

icle of the evaluation device; 
tim&[ irorfi the input receptacle to one of exactly two output 
3, the two output receptades being a first output 



omination of the bills^Cncluding bills of a plurality of 
denominations utilizing a detectoiy^ositjoned along a transport path between the input receptacle 
and the output receptacles; 

monitoring whether avfy bills are fH gsen pfrfhe first and second output receptacles; 
routing bills having/a first target denomination to the first output receptacle; 
generating a denomination change error upon first encountering a bill not having the first 
target denomination; 

designating aiecond target denomination to be the denomination of the bill causing 
generating the first/denomination change error upon the first occurrence of a denomination 
change error, 

routing Hills having a second target denomination to the second output receptacle; 
upon ^countering a bill having neither the first target denomination nor the second target 
denomination, then generating a denomination change error and 

a) stopping the operation of the device if both the first and the second output 
receptacles have one or more bills therein; or 
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